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LOCAL GOVERNMENT — AMALGAMATIONS 
Statement 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [5.30 pm]: I rise for a short 
time to indicate the silliness of the comments made by Hon Ken Travers this morning with regard to the local 
government arrangements in the western suburbs, specifically the City of Subiaco and the Town of Cambridge. 
We always enjoy Hon Ken Travers’ theatrics; they are always good fun, but the hysteria and silliness that came 
out indicates that the opposition really does not have much else to talk about if it has to try to bring up something 
like that in the wake of this landmark decision made by the Barnett government. I did not respond immediately 
to the silliness because I had to go back and check out the conversations and considerations that had taken place 
inside cabinet, to the extent that I could bring that information back here. I can absolutely assure members, 
particularly, Hon Ken Travers, that the government was well aware of the implications of not accepting the 
recommendations on the proposed city of Riversea. The minor amendments to the boundaries of Mt Claremont 
and Crawley will be addressed through the normal advisory board process. It is totally ridiculous to suggest that 
areas will not be provided with services, and the most ridiculous part of it is that the existing councils will 
continue to provide those services while the processes are underway until the new local governments come into 
effect, which will not be until 2015. The inconsequential issues raised by Hon Ken Travers will be dealt with 
very quickly. The minister’s department is drafting the relevant proposals for the minister to put to the advisory 
board straightaway. The board will make a determination about the extent of consultation required before 
formalising a recommendation, but minor recommendations like this do not actually need to go to consultation. 
The minister — 
Hon Ken Travers: Yes they do! That’s not minor! 

Hon HELEN MORTON: It is so, minor. The board will make a determination about the extent of consultation 
required before formalising a recommendation to the minister, but the majority of the amendments can be 
addressed by the board within a matter of weeks. I hope the opposition is clear about that. These local 
government arrangements are not due to come into effect until 2015—another big tick. 

Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order, members! Order! It is late in the week. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: With regard to Crawley, there is some more complexity there that will likely require 
more consideration by the board, and that is not likely to be completed within weeks, but it will still be 
completed well and truly before the 2015 arrangements come to fruition. It should be noted that there will be no 
consequential impact on ratepayers; their existing councils will continue to provide them with services, and until 
the new local governments come into effect, it is absolutely business as usual.  
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